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to the thermoplastic material; 

-bringing the thermoplastic material into a reactive state; and 

-hardening theVhermoplastic material thereby establishing a permanent bond between the 
coloring agent and the thermoplastic material. 

12. The method of claim 1 1 wherein only a surface portion of the thermoplastic material 
is brought into a reactive stkte. 

13. The method of cfeim 1 1 wherein the coloring agent is applied by an electrostatic 



means. 



14. The method of clainV 1 1 wherein the toner and material are brought to a malleable 



state. 



15. The method of claim \\ wherein the toner and material are brought to a fluid state. 

16. The method of claim 12Wherein the surface portion of the thermoplastic material is 
brought to a malleable state by means\o^ermal energy. 

17. The method of claim 12 \^He/efn u\e surface portion of the thermoplastic material is 
brought to a fluid state by means of fheityfal er/ergy. 

furth^comprising: 

\mateAal in a heated molding machine; 
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18. The method of claim 
-processing the thermoplastic 



-applying heat to at least the surface ^f the thermoplastic material to produce the reactive 
state; 

-maintaining at least the surface of the fliermoplastic material in the reactive state; and 
-applying toner to the surface to be printdd. 
19. The method of claim 1 1 further comprising: 
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-heating the thermoplastic material in a molding machine; 
-hardening the thermoplastic material; 

-warming the lardened thermoplastic material in a warming device; and 
-bringing the thermoplastic material into the reactive state at least in regions of its 
surface. 

20. The method 6\f claim 1 8 wherein the toner is brought to the reactive state by means 
a warming device. 

21 . The method of 4laim 1 8 wherein: 

-the surface of the material to be printed is in the reactive state; 
-the toner is applied tovthe surface of the heated material to be printed; and 
-the toner is brought to me reactive state by the material. 

22. The method of claimV 1 urther comprising the steps of: 
-processing the thermoplis\ic material in a heated molding machine; 
-hardening the thermoplasuAmaterial; 

-bringing the toner into the re^ctiv/state in a warming device; 
-applying the toner to the-suffale of the material to be coated; and 
-partially bringing the surface oAthe heated toner to the reactive state. 

23. The method of claim 1 1 wherein: 

-following the bonding of the coloring agent to the surface of the thermoplastic material 
-placing the thermoplastic material arid the coloring agent in a cooling section; and 
-bringing the thermoplastic material int© a hardened state. 

24. The method of claim 1 1 wherein the coloring agent is sunk into the surface of the 



thermoplastic material to 

25. The method of> 
thermoplastic material as 




ooth surface structure. 

erein the thermoplastic toner particles are of the same 
f the material to be coated. 
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